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ACTION EA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 PM-09 NSC-10 SS-14 RSC-01 CIAE-00 

INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-03 USIA-12 PRS-01 OMB-01 RSR-01 

INRE-00 /on W 

090222 

P R 030655 Z APR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2006 
INFO SECDEF WASHDC 

CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 5216 

E. O. 11652: GDS-1979 
TAGS: MARRTH 

SUBJECT: US MILITARY STRENGTH THAILAND 

1. WE HAVE RECENTLY NOTED INCREASING INTEREST OF WASHINGTON PRESS 
CORPS IN US MILITARY STRENGTH FIGURES THAILAND. BELIEVE CLARIFICATION 
BY DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN ALONG FOLLOWING LINES WOULD BE HELPFUL. 

2. US MILITARY STRENGTH IN THAILAND WAS AUGMENTED LAST YEAR WHEN 
USAF UNITS WERE DEPLOYED TO THAI BASES IN RESPONSE TO NVN SPRING 
OFFENSIVE. IT PEAKED TEMPORARILY IN SEPT 1972 AT ABOUT 46,000. 
WITHDRAWALS FROM SOUTH VIETNAM AND ESTABLISHMENT OF USSAG/7 AF/ 
JCRC 

HEADQUARTERS AT NAKHON PHANOM HAVE NOT REPEAT NOT INCREASED THE 
OVERALL 

US MILITARY STRENGTH IN THAILAND WHICH HAS ACTUALLY BEEN ADJUSTED 
TO ABOUT 45,000. CURRENT STRENGTH OF ALL US MILITARY PERSONNEL 
ASSIGNED 

IN THAILAND AS OF 1 APRIL IS SOMEWHAT BELOW THE 45,000 LEVEL 
( FYI 44,406). 

UNGER 
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